THE NORTH - SOUTH CRISIS 1 

OUR SURVIVAL IS AT STAKE. 

In the past, our own selfish- 
ness could spur us to raze the 
South so we could reap more 
wealth. Nowadays, circumstan- 
ces force us to act in solidarity 
with everyone; 

1 . The proliferation of consu- 
mers ana consumption per 
person has led to world-wide 
pollution, from the ozone layer 
and weather changes (droughts, 
erosion, etc.) to nuclear radiation 
and acid rain. 

2. Poor nutrition, including the 
acute and chronic famines in whose grip over a billion 
people writhe, and appalling conditions of hygiene 
unleash sicknesses (classic scourges such as chole- 
ra and new blights such as AIDS and Ebola), that incre- 
asingly slip through the sanitary cordon of the North. 

3. Wars are theoretically limited to the South 
(where there are over fifty wars in the acute or larval 
stage), but they touch the North in various ways, from 
"defense" costs to the reinforcement of controls and the 
loss of liberties. 

4. A variety of drugs that enslave and kill their 
addicts (and seriously hurt many others) are exported 
increasingly from the South to the North, foiling border 
controls. 




5. Whether legal or clandestine, economic 2 
and political emigrants from the South (there are 
already over a hundred million refugees) are multipl- 
ying in a North unprepared to receive them. 

Increased population and technology have 
drawn all of mankind closer; they have made us neces- 
sarily "neighbors." There's no room any more for a 
third-rate world, a Third World, in conditions that are 
becoming increasingly precarious for us all in our 
teeming boat, our tiny spaceship Earth. It would be 
absurd and suicidal to busy ourselves prettying our 
own little flat when we can see that our building is on 
fire. Our prosperity and even our lives are in 
danger. 
gtfPRfa* Mentioning these events, the UN 

J f/ySaKm has warned the North: "Your short-term 
Wi« and medium-term security will be threa- 
tened by the irreversible boomerang 
effects of the impoverishment and 
misery of the most of the countries on Earth," conclu- 
ding that interdependence between the North and the 
South forces us to plan "human security" on a strictly 
world-wide scale. 

Here is how the Director of UNES- 

^^_^ CO puts it: "We are sitting on a time- 

^■K bomb triggered by the misery of impove- 

■ U rished countries, population growth and 

^^F environmental decay. We are in a world 

wide state of emergency. In the next thirty 

years, the planet will become unlivable unless this 

bomb is deactivated." (See also Beyond the Growth 

Limits, by Meadows). 




THE GAP BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH IS 3 
GROWING 

The North, with 20% of 
the world's population, 
holds 87% of its wealth 
(gross national product); 
the South, the other 80% of 
the world, has only 13%, in 
other words, twenty-three 
(23) times less. And 
that's not all: the gap has 
widened throughout the 
20th century, and the wide- 
ning has sped up in the last 
thirty years. 

Wielding its military, 
political, economic and technological might, the North 
pays less and less for the South's raw materials, sells 
its own industrial products at higher and higher rates, 
imports cheap, discriminated labor it hasn't had to 
raise, and even draws off many of the South's few tech- 
nological specialists, whose training it has not had to 
pay for. 

The international loans that the North grants to 
many inept or corrupt leaders (often to buy arms with 
which to oppress their own people) have allowed the 
North to reestablish "debt slavery" at the collective 
level; just paying the interest on debts consumes 32% 
of Africa's exports and 43% of Latin America's. In 
1992, for debt service charges alone, the South retur- 
ned to the North over two and a half times the total of 




■ —^* the aid it has received. This is 4 
what is happening in a (Third) 
^4 world where forty million people 
die of hunger each year, where 3.5 
billion people have but 5.4% of the 
world's GDP (less than France), 
and 2.5 billion have less than the 365 wealthiest fami- 
lies. That is why the American thinker Rubin states that 
that money is violence, and why behind the dollar figu- 
res on current North-South trade, we have to read: 
"Dead children; exploited, sacrificed human beings; no 
dignity." 

The way the North "aids" the 
South with arms exports is especially 
criminal. As U.S. General and President 
Eisenhower finally recognized, "Making 
each firearm ultimately means stealing 
from those who go hungry, spending not 
only money, but the sweat of workers, the genius of 
scientists, and the hopes of your children." In the after- 
math, the rest of the North dispatches humanitarian 
teams to succor the victims of those same arms, as a 
cynical armament after-sales service (V. Fisas). 

WORLDWIDE "DEVELOPMENT" IMPOSSIBLE 

^ hvpfr 1 5S« K Tne g r o win g economic inequalities 
^HYPERjUNDER^ are because | the development 

system the North espouses, a deve- 
lopment that demands increasing 
consumption of increasingly scarce products, 

which reduces the number of people who can enjoy 
them (for instance: from the horse-drawn coach to the 
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automobile, and from the automobile to the airpla- 5 
ne). This kind of development is unattainable for 
the vast majority of humanity, as U.S. President 
Lyndon B. Johnson acknowledged, because his 
country consumes hajf of the planet's nonrenewable 
resources, when it has only 5% of the planet's popula- 
tion. And each year six million hectares of the world's 
arable land become incapable of supporting crops, 
while an additional 20 million hectares become more 
depleted (United Nations). "We have built a society 
and a socioeconomic political system that cannot 
stand. The survival of the human species is at stake" 
(L.W. Milbrath). "We are quickly approaching many 
of the Earth's limits" (Nobel Prize Manifesto). 

TRANSFORM PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 

The only way to mend the imbalan- 
ce between worlds that is growing 
increasingly heavy, increasingly 
dangerous (even for the North), requi- 
res a radical transformation of the 
North's current wasteful system of 
production and consumption. Natu- 
rally, a non-consumption-oriented 
society would not have to be as poor 
and austere as the multinationals 
would have us believe, making the 
alternative look undesirable or Utopian. On the 
contrary, it would mean freedom from all the obsessi- 
ve work and tension that their propaganda forces on 
us by persuading us that many superfluous belongings 
are necessary. In the fullest, most immediate sense, 





RESPECT FOR ALL 



the pro-consumption way of life will consume 6 
us and kill us, after it has made us annihilate 
animals and plants and even wear "Oasis Earth" down 
to nothing. 

A DEMOCRATIC CULTURAL CHANGE 

So a radical, liberating chan- 
ge is needed urgently, one to value 
the human being for what he or she 
is, instead of what she or she does 
or has. All discrimination by race, 
sex, nation or belief, all division of 
morality into two codes, one for 
one's own group and another for 
everyone else, eventually justifies horrible exploitation 
and genocide. Only respect for all, a real planet- 
wide democracy, can mend the growing world 
imbalance. Only when the North is no longer so blin- 
ded by its racism, nationalism and its new religion of 
"superdevelopment" will it understand that other races, 
nations and cultures have a right to exist in dignity; that 
it isn't a question of always "lending a helping hand" to 
the South, as if the South were unable to help itself 
(paternalism, the new colonialist version of the "white 
man's burden"); the point is to free the South from 
the hand weighing it down. We have to eliminate 
cultural, ideological and racist oppression against the 
South. And we have to do away with unfair monopo- 
listic trade, even arms trade, as we have seen, and 
replace it with fair trade, which will make unnecessary 
the "aid" that often helps only to press the South into 




underdevelopment and the credits that enslave it 7 
today with debt. Liquidating "asymmetrical rela- 
tions," "North-South cooperation is a political neces- 
sity, a rational imperative and a moral duty" (North- 
South Conference). 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

1- GET TO KNOW THE SOUTH 
BETTER: The first thing is to gain a better 
understanding of other peoples and other 
cultures, the way they act. think and live. 
yourself! M anv books and magazines, radio and 
television programs can help you accomplish this fasci- 
nating—and necessary— goal, if you choose them with 
care. Getting to know immigrants from the South or 
visiting their countries can broaden your horizons even 
more. 

2. ANALYZE NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS: A 
vital correlation to getting to know the South better is 
to study the history and current condition of real world 
relations, which are frequently distorted by the giant 
interests at stake. It's to your advantage to use a 
variety of sources, so you can draw the most objecti- 
ve picture. 

3. START ACTING: Take part in organizations 
different from those you already belong to. Join a 
North-South cooperation movement, which can guide 
and complete your personal action. 



CONCLUSION 
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Whatever route each of us chooses, 
it is urgent that we change this situa- 
tion of "organized madness" (Willy 
Brandt), where "normality is catastrophe" 
(Riechmann) in a world where dozens of thousands of 
people die each day of hunger and misery, many more 
than at the worst peak of Nazi power, while the North 
looks the other way, molded into a "culture of blindness 
and oblivion" (Diaz-Salazar) in which the main thing is 
not to know, to spread the blame around on the 
complex mechanisms of the market or politics (the UN, 
the EU, etc.). We've got to change this "Cainite civi- 
lization" that tolerates and even supports a 
hundred thousand easily avoidable deaths a day 
through hunger and need, and that, dazzled by a 
number of successes, continues striving to achie- 
ve an ecologically suicidal type of development. 

ONLY THROUGH SOLIDARITY 
CAN WE SURVIVE! 

MARTIN SAGRERA 
P.O. Box: 50.898. 28080 Madrid. Spain. 

(Can be reproduced freely) 



